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Shaneice James and Valisha Watkins.

Aryana Jackson, seated with her parents, Curtis Jackson and LaTonya 
Jackson.

Beachwood basketball player 
Aryana Jackson and volley-
ball players Shaneice James 

and Valisha Watkins signed Na-
tional Letters of Intent last month 
to continue their educations and 
athletics careers in college.

James, a middle hitter, signed 
with Tennessee Tech University. In 
2014, James led the team and the 
Chagrin Valley Conference Metro 
Division with 78 blocks. She also 
was second on the team in kills 
(105), fourth in digs (114) and add-
ed 24 serving aces. She completed 

her Beachwood career with a 
school record 15 blocks in a single 
match and with career highs in 

blocks in a season (128), blocks in a 
career (274), most digs in a match 
(20), most digs in a career (320), 
most serving aces in a match (8) 
and most serving aces in a career 
(64). James was named First Team 
All-Chagrin Valley Conference for 
the second straight season and 
Second Team All-Northeast Lakes 
District.

Watkins signed with the 
University of Texas Pan American, 
where she will play outside hitter. 
In 2014, she led the team with 213 
kills, 193 digs and 50 service aces. 

She also added 31 blocks and ends 
her Beachwood career with school 
records in kills in a match (27), kills 
in a season (213), kills in a career 
(256), digs in a single match (20) 
and serving aces in a single season 
(50). Watkins was named First 
Team All-Chagrin Valley Confer-
ence and First Team All-Northeast 
Lakes District.

The duo led the Bison to a 
school-record 15 wins under the 
direction of first-year head coach 
Sarah Schoenhagen.

Jackson will continue her educa-
tion and basketball career at Texas 
A&M University-Corpus Christi. 
The senior guard averaged 14.7 
points, 3.0 rebounds and 2.3 steals 
per game last season. She made 
51 3-pointers on the season on 
her way to earning Second Team 
All-Chagrin Valley Conference and 
third team All-Northeast Lakes Dis-
trict honors. Jackson also scored 
the 1,000th point of her career last 
season.

Three Athletes Sign National Letters of IntentBHS Inducts 17 Students Into
National Honor Society

In recognition of Down Syndrome Awareness Month, the Cleve-
land-based nonprofit The Up Side of Downs last month honored 
educators who were nominated by their students’ families for 

exceptional work in the classroom and beyond. Beachwood High 
School science teacher and cross country coach Jamie Lader was 
nominated by student Peter Bruening and his family.

"Coach Lader coaches all of his teams with a splendid level of con-
sistency - no matter at what level one competes. This was particularly 
evident with his coaching of Peter. Even in his freshman year, when 
Peter was not up to finishing the 3.1 mile course, Coach Lader would 
give him praise for what he did finish and work with him during prac-
tice to enable him to achieve his goals. His enthusiasm is contagious 
and Peter responded in kind. When Peter began finishing the entire 
course, it was his coach who was most thrilled at what he had accom-

plished and kept encouraging him to 
do more." 

"Peter has become well known at 
the races. Enough so that the teams 
with whom he competes cheer and 
encourage him by name during the 
races. His teammates treat him just 
like everyone else and his coach 
seems to save his best baritone 
cheers for Peter - even though he 
is often, but not always, the last runner to cross 
the finish line. As parents it has been deeply gratifying to hear Coach 
Lader’s pride as he recounts Peter’s latest best time or the fact that he 
passed two or three other runners."

Cross Country Coach Honored

Beachwood High School in-
ducted 17 new members 
into its National Honor 

Society during a ceremony at 
the school on Oct. 23. The six 
new seniors and 11 juniors join 
11 seniors who were inducted 
in 2013.

National Honor Society recog-
nizes the outstanding students of 
Beachwood High School who ex-
hibit the four pillars of scholarship, 
character, leadership, and service. 
To be considered for NHS, students 

must maintain a grade point aver-
age of 3.7 or better, perform at least 
70 hours of community service 
and participate in three or more 
school-sanctioned extracurricular 
activities. A committee of BHS staff 
members evaluates applications 
and rates students based on lead-
ership and character.

Beachwood High School's 2014 
National Honor Society induct-
ees are:

Seniors: Hannah Borison, Anita 

Lekova, Katharine Opre, Emily 
Schwarz, Jonathon Shapiro, Alexa 
Stovsky

Juniors: Bagatur Askarayn, Brad-
ford Douglas, Sydney Eisenberg, 
Reid Gobieski, Grant Gravagna, 
Junyoung Lee, Hannah Leland, 
Allyson Marks, Simon Perilla, Jessica 
Tall, Sri Vidya Uppalapati 

Seniors who were inducted in 
2013 are:

Maria Alvarez, Jada Campbell, 
Monica Colmenares, Hannah Fire-

stone, John 
Li, Aaron 
Lowenkamp, 
Maya Peleg, Catherine Perloff, 
Jaime Rotsky, Ted Sender, Emily 
Topilow

Once inducted, NHS members 
must maintain a 3.7 average, 
display exemplary character, and 
participate in at least two NHS 
service activities per year. Faculty 
advisors are Mrs. Amy Hazelton and 
Mrs. Lisa Morgan.

4th 
Graders 
Honor 
Veteran
Hilltop fourth graders 
honored Navy veteran and 
Beachwood resident Stan 
Rosenblum during a Veterans' 
Day assembly. Mr. Rosenblum, 
pictured with his grand-
daughter Emily Clar who is 
wearing his Navy coat and hat, 
discussed civic responsibility 
during his visit.

Football and Soccer Teams Win CVC, 
Advance to Playoffs       

The Beachwood football team won its second consecutive CVC 
title and advanced to the state playoffs for the second straight 
year under second-year head coach Mike Gibbons. After 

an 0-3 start to the season, the Bison ripped off five straight wins, 
including an overtime thriller against Cuyahoga Heights to clinch 
the conference title.

The boys soccer team enjoyed it’s best season in school his-
tory, winning a school-record 14 games and capturing the con-
ference and district titles. The Bison won its regional semifinal 
match before losing an overtime heartbreaker in the regional 
championship game. The future is bright, as head coach Brian 
Greene returns all but one starter next season.
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   Halloween Fun at Hilltop and Bryden

Pictured clockwise (from top right): 2nd Joshua Rosenblitt, 2nd graders Hannah Yakubov and Mia Jung, 1st grader Ben Keyerleber, 
5th graders Kaili Clark and Talia Friedrich, 3rd grader Veronica Schwartz, 4th graders Erica Ward and Sepanta Entezari, 5th grader Damien 
Smith and Kindergartner Marc Stephany.

Bowling Event Raises 
Money for Orchestras

Hundreds of Beachwood students and families enjoyed a bowling fundraiser presented 
by the Friends of the Beachwood Orchestras on Nov. 9. Students took turns perform-
ing and bowling, while adults participated in raffles and silent auctions.

Pictured (from top): 6th grader Paige Wong and 
5th grader Amelie Cotta.
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